Rain; southerly winds,
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W WE FOR ENGLAND?

THE WORLD'S PEACE MAY DEPEND
UrroN OUR DECISION,

Baginnd's rolley By Opem Markels In the
ovieni=1t §s New Almest Corialn That
Nothing but Our Inderacment of That Pol.
ey Will Avert War Hleltwean Raugland hog
Her Uontinantal Rivals—The Memenlons
Respovaibilily Mesting Upon President Me-
Kinley—Rusia May Try te Posisons thn
Fatal Day, Meing Unnreparcd—The Tallk ofam
Angla-American  Alllance—Russian Views,

specinl Cable Deapateh to Tan Box,

toxnos, March 12~ 1t has come to pass that
Great Britiin capecially, and to romo extent
Furopaan diplomacy as a wholn, no longer re-
4 the Spanish-American corisls, the Far
Eastorn crists, and the Weat African crisia na
peparato and distinet fsaues. These guestions
are now lpoked upon as interwoven fncters in
a politienl situntion which threatens the peace
of the warlil, 'The declslon of the point whother
this I« a true view rosts solely with Presldent
McKinlay, His powor and responaibility in
shaping haman destinles is greater at the pros-
ent moment than has fallen to the lot of any
wat In thix gencration,

There s danger that tho attentlon of tho
Ametlean people niny be too much concentratod
gpon the Cuban-Spanish affaies with whioh
ther are more directly voncerned, Europo re-
gan's thnse trothlos an of Hitle intrinsle inter-
en e compared with the Incaleulnble fmpor-
tanee to the whele human roce of the Titanle
gttt wihileh threatens to Involve all the na-
tions of Europsand Asla.  The worst outeome
of the Spunlsh-Amerlean ditfeulties will be a
priet war, whorein the United States has noth-
{ng 1o gain exdept hosense of disagreoable duly
aithfully performeds 1t 1 a slmple trulsm in
politien 1o say that voaatly greater Issues hang
upon the Ameriean polley with regnrd to the
fate of Chlna than anvthing the Unitod States
way do concerning Cuba and Spaln, It Is now
slwast trie that nothing short of a distinet and
dreisive Amerlean indorseisent of the British
poliey in the Lur Kast can ayvert n collision be-
tween Eocland and her Continental rivals, I say
eiont, bovatize 1t 18 not yet quito clear whother
Bussla ool France are convinced that Great
Hritain 1s in carneat in bor open declaration that
wie will g0 10 war rather thoy permit the par-
stion of Chinn or the closlng of the Britiah war-
kcla thers. Thelr doubt, if it exists, will soon
be rerunved, for the Salisbury Government hns
tken moans 1o earry conviction to the most
skeptical diplometists on this point, ‘Then, and
the time cannot be long delayed, the Franco-
Russian attitmde will change or the war which
thess countries, by thelr recent polley, have
plwost Twen inviting, will come.

Most observers ase Inelined to belleve that
Rusls will manago to postnone the fatal day,
for hor present unpreparcdness doesplte her
ultimata {utentions is notorfous. COn the sther
band, If Groat Dirlialn is convinced that the
confilet Is Inevitablo sooner or later, ft will be
greatly to hier interest to forco the lesue,

The Dritish war prepurations for months
past have been on o vastly larger seale and
more thorotgh thau the prosunt piensuroes un-
dertaken du the United States.  Thero Is need of
wo arunient on this situstion to demonstrale
the vast huporlance of the American attltude,
1l this obvloun Importanes, probably, which
has iven rive to freo discusaion of an Anglo-
Ametlean wlilance in the past rew doys, » dls-
eusdon which Is more prominent on your slle
of the Alantiy, acvording to the cable do-

.. althes, than on this aide, It should be snid
unreservedly that there is not the slghtost ex-
pectation In Eungland that any alliance will be
made at the present moment or In the present
dtustion, It [4 hardly necessary to add the
English denlals to those from Washington thut
Great Jiritaln bas wen so patronizing and un-
diplastic as to offer (he United Statos assist-
ance In denling with a fonurth-rate power like
Bgaln, 1t is probably true that English publle
oplnlen 1w more well disposed than Amerlean
toward an Anglo-Saxon comblination, but even
ik country la by no wenns unanimous in favor
of uch 4 conmunitantion. The English view of
the s hject In not adtogether salfigh, for it is he-
beved that the United States, with its rapldly
expanding forelgn 1rade, will profit fully as
wich ws Englamd by co-operation in keeping
open the miackets of the world, On the other
band, with rogard to immediste polley in
Ching, there is probably somo danger of rotalin-
bty wetlon by the Continental powera in the
EpatlalcAmerican  controversy sgainst  the

United Stntes In caso the lotter supports Great
britain in tho Fer Eant, Ay such actiun, no
doubt, would lewd Great Britsdn openly to
take the Awerlean side, but it s Impoesible to
etiate tho complications which might arise.

The peowlem before President MeKinley, there-
fore, 15 one of grest difculty as well sa far
raching  vonsequences in the estiwation of

Furope.

It is nanless 1o speoulinle vaguely regarding
Bumsia's immediate policy or her uldmate de-
tgny In tho Far East, Frank statomonts on this
Woln are contuined in an Intorview with LT

koff, the well-known Hussian travellor and
Piblivist, who Is now in London, Dy, Marko's
connection with the Russian Government ¢n-
:lll;u lim to speak with sowe authority, He

(| H

“Rusala has no futention of annexing Man-
eburia, Al ghe desired Is the right to run a
milroad 10 an fee-free port, No doubt we bo-
lieve Manchurin will witimately belong to us,
but that sy not be lo Aty or a bundred years,
We wrv in 1y hurey 1o precipitate the partition
o China. For one renson, we do mot belleve
I la possible 10 partition that grest smpirs,
China 1s not Africa, Ita inhabitants have yel-
Jow skins ot hlack, an 1 wes some German cor
eepondents are lamenting at the prosent mo-
ent,

“Tbe roal Kuropean interests are centrsd in
developlng Chinm commaercially, and not in di.
¥iding China territorially, Wo haye been in no
Burry 10 secure an dce-free port. Until wo bhad
omploted the Trans-S|berian Mailroad we would
Bot moed guch w port. Mwml we had our own
WAy that guestion, probably, would have been
& Uhsattled for soveral years. Butour bands

V¢ been foroed by clroumstanoss.

. Our pu?ltc:ln the Far Eust Is not one of
’:11":!‘ Wo may well afford to awalt the de-
Pment of events, 1 do not think thers is
:!;::h foubt thas we shall obialn what we
L} Hung Chang, who was imweonsely fm-
Preesed with tho grestneas of Rusilas when he
Vislted thay country, is supporting the Russian

., In Iunsla we did not bow down to 14
“_“l Chang sa If he was a Viceroy of China,
® lreated bim simply as the Ambassador of

wouniry, In copsequence he was more lin-
m‘ with Rusala's power than with that of
b hlm.m”n Butions which made s great doal

-
. A *Tl With Japan or any other power may
H&Ir" Wb eannot prevent, our oblalpning an
y ‘i; Port. War might probably faroe wus,
Mil-defence, to mnmex Manchuris, which,
fmdelu' It Is not our intorest to do. We
e F thal war between Japan and oursalves
the :’:ihblu. Une of our suiding principles in
le 8 Eial s that Jopan mwurt rerain an
o "'_1 Power,
m:l:.nuu“g.l the Far] Kastarn “questionan o
l“ﬂurln AeElous problom than mere rivalry for
Phdumu Irade nrivileges, 1t is s question of the
ey ance of the white or yellow race, 1f
Vhits '- aliowed to joln foroes with China, the
st ;l'[::;\ l:l be doomed. Therefore our pol-
“::]m bnum:,"m keoping Japouese ambivions
W curious that groal politieal lmportance
'l:"“: Miached 1o the visit of Queon Vistaria
Wice &t this junetwre, The Speclutor

e ——

dwalls on this polnt with great emphasis to-
day, saying:

“The Queen's health and contentment are
both of high interent to her subjocts, but we nans
not think her Majosty han beon woll counnniled
in this matter. The greatest difficulty betwoen
London and Paris is that M, Hanotaox does not
believe us in enrnest, Itis simply Impossible
to make him bellave that If Lord Ballabury had
resolved to fight rather than yield he would
vormit the Queen to spend her holiday In
Fronch territory., Such nn Incident would be
a litle boo historieal, Even In the event of &
declaration of war, Prealdent Faure would not
venlure to arrest alady so reverenced In Ger-
many and Nusala, s well as nt home; hut there
Is popular eniotion to be reckoned with, and the
sltuntlon wonld be ope of extreme embarsass:
maent,

It In Important to point out again the unob-
trusive but vast angmentation of the Dritish
naval foroe In the Far East and at other points,
which Is proveeding as rapidly as men can be
found to equip the fleet, Mr, Gosohen's speech
on Thursday evening Introducing the naval
ostimates s fully conflrmed by various state-
ments in THE SUN within the lust three manths.
The announcement which caused most surprise
wns that the Channel squadron, now more
powerful than ever, wonld not be limited to
channel defence. The ahoresof Ureat Britain
In war time would be intrusted to the resorve
thipe now kept in commission. Those resorve
ships were placed In commission at the begin-
ning of tho year and behind them are nedrly &
score of other ships, moatly old, but still useful
battloships, partly in commisslon and capable of
taking the seas in an incredibly short time.
The ability to utilize the Channel Squadron,
or a part of it, away from home adds immensely
to 1'ritish powor in Europs, nnd Mr, Gleschen's
nnnouncement is likely to cause a great sensa-
tion In France, Russin, and Germany when the
rosponsible experts In those countrios have had
e to digest It

Mr, Qosohen algo confirmed tho statements
of the reinforcement of the China fleet by ves-
swels from the Pacifle aud Ausstrollan stations,
ns woell as the additlons already mado or eon-
tenipluted from the Meditereanean fleet,

The Welsh colllery owners nro still havinga
good time. Tho Britist Adwmiralty continues
to place Inrge contracts, and orders are rolling
In from private steamship owners. Hritish
eonling stationa all along the long route to the
Far East are now overflowing with coal,

The Italian Government bhas just contracted
with Rritish firtae for the entire conl supply of
the Italinn fleet for the remwinder of this yenr.
The Nalinn newspapers explain  this  course,
which is vory unusual, ss being due to the fear
of cortain international complications which
may poasibly occur In thoe course of the late
epring or carly in the summer."

SIit THOMAS'S SHARES,

A Deluge of Applicatione—The Srock fub-
woribed FIfty Times Over,
Lypecial Cuble Deapateh fo Tar vy,

Loxnox, March 12.—1t was announced the
other day that the business of Sir Thomas Lip-
ton, the great nrovislons and tea merchant, was
to be turned Into n joint stock company, and
21,000,000 of tha £22.500,000 of shares Iin the
new company was offered to publie subserip
tion. Tho rush for shares has been almost un-
precedonted, For the 21,000,000 0f atock avall-
nble for distributlon there have boen more than
LO0,000 subacribors,

The scene at the Natlonal Bank of Scolland
on Wednesday and Thursday beggrrs deserip-
tlon, Thabank's Mirst postal deliveryon Wednes-
dny conslsted of n van load of 18,000 letters;
27,000 followed later and on Thursday, while-
the crowd of personnl apolieants rendered the
ardinary work of the bank impossible desplte
an oxtra staff and the engagemeut of the ad-
Jolnlng premises,

Similar scenes cecurred In the offices of 8ir
Thomas Lioton and his brokera. Hundreds of
clerks hiave been working night and day classl-
fring nnd answering the applleations which,
when the lists woere closed, amounted to £50,-
000,000 sterling, Tho post still brings belated
applleatlons, and appealing cablograms are
coming from Cunada, the United States, South
Afriea, aud Bouth Amerfen,

Muany curious applications have boon recelved,
from n modest, ragged, and filthy £1 note of
Seotland to s hurrled, unsigned check for thou-
sands of pounda, and anvelopes casually stuffed
with bunknotes to the vaulue of hundreds,

An Interesting result of this rash is the seri-
ous displncoment of eapital, With £30,000,000
of capital subscribod for the svallahble £1,000,-
Nconf ahares, there are now batweon £5 0040,
000 and £4G,000,000 locked up In deposits, Tho
bankers have promised to make nnusunl efforts
te rapldly dispose of this portion of tho businoass,
but at least o couple of woeks must elapse,

Monnwhile now lssues of capliyl ore serlously
hamperod. It was feared that investors would
be erippled for the Chincse Joan, Lthough Iis sub-

q t posl t from Muroh 16 to Maroh
21 will probably rectify the matter,

ENGLAND WANIN SHIF FPLATES,

A Ahiphuildier Firm Gives am Order for

5,000 Tens ta the Carnegie Cempany.

Special Cable Deapatoh to Tna Su.

LONDON, March 12.—Tho British Gorernmens
has plaged n contract for 5,000 tous of steol
plates for ahipbollding with the Carnogle Bteel
Company of Plttsburg, Pa. This is the firet
order of the kind thuat Groat Britain has placed
abroad.

Prrrsnorag, Pa,, Maroh 12, --The Carnegle
Steel Company has recelved from an Englleh
shipbullding firm so order for 5,000 tons of
ship piates for the bulls of the vessols they
bulld. This is the order which, the cable do-
wpateh nnys, was for armor plates for tne Eng-
lish Goverument. The Carnegle Company has
recolved no order for armor plates from the
Engllsh Government,

MORE WARSHIFPN FUR ENGLAND,

Heresford Advives That All Avallable Porelgn
Warships He Furchased.
Srecial Cuble Deapateh fto Tne Svus,

LowpoN, March 18— VieeAdmiral Lord
Obarles Heresford, M, B, dellversd n spocch
to-night at a dinner given by the Navy Club.
He referred 1o the sympathy with thoe United
Etates felt everywhere In England beeause af
the Malne disaster.

He then prooceeded to urge that England
should lmmediately buy all the available war
ships that are bolng Lullt for foralgn countries,
mwentioning the Chillan ship O'Higgius as ono of
the vessels that should be placed under Lhe
Britiah flag,

AMBASSADOR WHITE DENIES IT,

W Hays We Mave Net '« Flaced Large Orders »
with the Hruppe.
Apectal Cable Peapaleh to THR ¥,
Benian, March 12—Ambassador White de-
pies a report that the United Siates (Jovern-
ment has placed large orders with the Kruppe,
the great gunmakers of Kasen.

Opposition (o Hussln In Caron.
Spaodal Cable Despated fv Tne Bus,
Yokonama, March 18.~Ascording Lo roporis
recelved hore from Beoul, the capltal of Oorea,
the leader of the Hussophile party has been do-
prived of tho post which le beld as Privy Coun:
elllor,

Has Argenilos Bought & Orulaer?
Speciad Cuble Deagnitceh lo THE Bis,
Loxpoy, March 12.~The Istest warship re-
port ls that the Argentine Governniont bhas pur-
chused she Itallan crulser Carlo Albarty,
Warith Sealug.
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MAKING WAR ON LEITER.

THE YOUNG SPECULATOR GIVES TRE
TRADE TWO RURPRISES,

Mo Asks That a Marzin Be Pixed on May
Whant Pealinge and Mp Solls 9,000,000
Mustols Unruprotediy—Mis Presoui Moldings
~REffort of Mis Mrakers 18 Morp U'p Pricea

Cwicago, March 12,—Joseph Leltor treated
the wheat pit to two bie surpeises to-day. The
first was whoen, throngh Allen M, Rier & Co,,
hin ngents on tho board, ho called upon the Hoard
of Directora to fix a marginal valuo on May
whaoat, thum, it Is reported, forestalling the aotion
abont to bo tnken by that governing body, The
newa created Iremendous excliemont, and the
directors took the malter under inmediate cons
slderation,

It han been contendsd for some time (hat
Leltor's mnanipulations were forcing whent
above lts natural selllng value; that It was
up about $1,06, when Its actunl wvaluo for
frelghting purpose was only 3 conts, and that
under the rules of the board Lelter should put
up cash for the 10 cents difference on every
bushel, The talk of calling Lelter to this ac-
counting was fagt becoming goneral when he
made his request of the directors, The matter
will bo axamined thoroughly and passed onat
the earliest possible moment,

The second surprise of tho day came with
the announcement that Lelter had sold
2,000,000 bushels of cash wheat to Counsel
man & Day. This s the frst oMcial
sfnouncement of any sale of wheat made
by Leiter either at home or abrond, commen-
surate with his holdings, Already 4,C00,000
bushels of the (nmenso amonnt of wheat con.
trolled by Lalter has boen contracted for ahip-
ment, but thers are no statoments Lo warrant
the aseertion that this whont has already been
sold 1o Liverpool

at the trade had not theslightest intimation
of this move untll nfterthe close was made man-
ifest thenuﬁicnal-lumpm:hvurluutJuly
wheat and the abrupt decline in May despite the
forces which Leltar is bringing to boar upon
the May ontion to frustrate tho attacks of the
bears. Thosale to Counselman & Day will out
quite anulﬂ‘lrnhnw upon the wheat alteation,
nnd when tho session apuns on Monday undoubt-
ed|y there will be ovidenes of the fact,

A papic slump is predicied for wheat. The
radienl deeline in thn New York stook market
throntens Lo pull down wheat, and the Leltera
nro bracing themselves for a turn. Even the
ever amiling ** Joo" cannot wholly conceal tho
fealing that snmetling ivin the wind,

Armour bas the entire trade on his slde be-
canse, with few excaptions, the loenl market is
2:!)'! ¢ bear sido and pitted W a man against

Lar,

The transfer of cash wheat in local clevators
npnd other storage pinces to Counsolman &
Ilny revives a wignlficant statemient made
h" Charles  Counselman immediately afler
his  yoturn from Europe. He went to
tho other mide & confirmed Dbear and
cama back the mast sanguine bull, The atate-
ment eredited to him is that ho knew throe men
in this cotintry who were eoger to buy Lelter's
wheat and pny markoet price, The lmpresslon Is
that Counsclman Is buying for one of thesa
unnamed wen, and that more may follow, The
market price of eash wheat, as revealed by
March gquotations, is #1.02 and over. The price
piidl to Laltor Is ciose 10 this Agure.

The flank movement yestorday on Lelter's
brokers In the whent pll] wns not openly fol
lowed up to-day, *Barring™ ecrtain brokers
from buying wheat at bid prices {8 a dan-

crous expodlent, and, despite the rul-
ng eredited to Secretary Stone, there is
no doubt the * barring” nul.lcrruro I8 contrary
to the othles of the trade, and will be held so by
Lthe dm-’ulura of tho board If the question should
be pubmitted,

Moy whoat wan ater burden on Lelter's
hands than it probably has been at any other
time since that option becnme a factor in the
market. His brokers worked like Trojans to
keep Lthe f'rl" of Ay nt ¥1.04, when July
dropped 9% cents. They had bard work to
keep the price of Mry wheat fram bowling
down An [t wan, the price of Ma

1 sank 1
ceRt In » sbort time, but owing to the quick
(] froim Léfer returned to $1.04 and re-
mwalned atendy In tho fuce of luctuations,
July 1s the r?eem-l.!\'u commodity and the
naral trade Is concerned im that option, so
hat the Wall atree: scare had tﬁ most Lmme-
iate effoct upon_July wheat. ttle doubt is
entertalned that Mav wheat would have tum-
bled, too, If it were not protected by the Leiler
milifons.
t isenkd that Leiter will reroain in the market
only a short time. It is his intention to buy
soma more wheaty-the amount he nuulnm‘;rlv-
ormined upon—anid then get from under, What
ftor intends to do with bis wheat when thia
atep In taken remalns for him tosay. The ac-
tunl situation now confronting him is the con-
tral of nearly 10,000, ushelsol eash wheat,
explusive of tho transfor today (o Counseiman
& Day. and the possession of 10,000,000 bushels
of May whoat, The trade knows that Laiter in-
tendm to send at least 4.000,(00 bushels abrond,
bocause frelght rvom for that amount has boen

en 5!:!‘ In the East.

'ﬁ: ay these aro 3 450,000 bushels of contract

rade whoat In this city, all owned by Leiter,
Omn Monday It is expected Lhissupply will show n
1l|-crk|mw of 350,000 bushels, shipped during the
woak.

This loaves the remainder still above 8.000,-
000 bushels, ann does not include the dally ar-
rivals of abont 104,000 buihals,

Telter's protit on the wilo to Counselinan &
Day is ostlinated at 250,004,

WHNOLR STOCK LIST TUMRBLES,

Govornment Bonds Nhare In the Deprossion—
Nears Reaplog Profiie,

In the stock markel yesterday iLhe lowest
quotations were recorded sluce the disaster to
the Malne, Cable advices reported that London
operaturn were tnking a very gloomy vigw of the
prospect for pence and looked upon tho situa-
tion as very grave. The London stock mnrket,

whioh, owlng to the Saturdny hollday abroad
closed before our markel opened, way reported
weak (n all ta divislons, Ameriean stocks were
auotud ot declines extending Lo one point.

ulsh 4 per cont, bonds made a further decline
of % polnt 1o 847, The Chinese situation con-
tinuned to exerl n disturbing Influence, with
British consols showing n slight devline,

There was a flood of welllng orders at the
opening of the murket here, réprosenting both
long and short acconnt. Initial quotstions for
the most promiinont shares were at losacs cotn-
f“od with Friday's finnl prices of from one to
hroo pointa, Stop loss orders and she closing
out of exhaumad morgin accounts alded in
causing demoralization, After the quluin rush
to sell there was a slight ull;" on buring to
cover short contracts, but this inciied urfhar
selling, On every succesding feoblo rally the
market was attacked with in-b vigor. The
finnl quotations wero genorally clore 10 the Tow-
eal figures of the dey, Home of the lmportant
net decliuce wore:

Gﬁlmluulnd (ias, 4% points; Bt. Paul, 4

ints; Manhattan, 3% poinis; Northwestorn,

wintn; Metropolilan Sireet lisllway, 3
points; Delaware and Hudson, 3 points; Louls.
ville and Nashville, 'J‘L painta; Honding firat
rfclarrul Uiy polmg:" urliveton, 9% pointe;

Toltea Htatos  Kub prefel 24 poluis;
United Hiates Leather preferred, '.ll]’ nis;
New York Central, 8% poluts, and Brooklyn
Hapid Traosit, 2% points,

An Incldent of theday wasa further decline In
United Htates Governmont bonds, 810 Wan B
sale of B4 4s of 1025 at 1U1%, with the
closing bid price 121%, agalost 124, at which
prive s sale was inade ou Friday,

FESTERDAY IN HAVANA.

A Ball Last Night in Monor of the Spanish
Naval Omesin

MavaNA, March 12.—~The Board of Ingulry
did lmportant work to-day, Powelsun wmil 0)-
son, expert divers, exnmined the keul of the
Malne under the supervislon of the board,
Then thoy mado » very minute report of thair
dlsoovering,

Mr. Klopach [s showing great aetivity in the
digtribution of relief to the reconcontrados
Up to trduy he hna relleved over 10,000 starye
Ing persous in Havena, The sltustion of the
recopcentrados In Matanzus s reported to-
day as appalling. Mr. Klopsch will soon give
attention Lo them,

At the time thiy despatch Is fled (10 P, M) o
gala ball is In progross ob the Casluo Espafol or
Sanlsh Club in Havans i bonar of the officers
af tho Spanish erulsers Visceva and Alwmlrante
Oauendo, The greateat enthusiasm prevails all
over the olty.

Governur-Gensral Ilanco has remitted the
fine of B0 Imposed upon the American yachi
Anlis, whioh brought Liere s party of Amerlcan

Henators and Congressmaen. Thuese temen
loft Havana to-day for Matansas = oo

A sLrong 'utl: rayging outside of Havana,
On account of the beivy saa mi; wqhau and
vl have put
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URGING SPAIN TO FIGHT

The Imparcial Says fpain May Pat Same Craps
on Amoriea's Flag,
Speetal Cahla Deapatoh to Toe Som,

Mannin, March 12.-The Fmporefal urges
tha Government te allow the presant crisia to
pass and to turn the times Lhus galned tg good
use. It mdda: “If our standard goes Into
mourning let us at least be able to put some
plecen of crape on Amarioa’s ungrateful flag.”

Elsewhore the paper says there In atlll time 1o
prepare a fow warghipe, nnd porhapa It will be
possihle Lo buy a fow abroad. Inany caso Spaln
has some merchantmen which would be able to
do plenty of hirm to Ameriean cohimioroe,

The Liberal publishes s tabulated list of the
HBpanish fieet, showing that It conslets of seven.
toen protected ahips, tw unprotooted, oighty
gunboats, fourteen o boat destroyers,
fourteen tarpedo boats, and tweniy-five trans-

porta

RRITISH BLUBFAOK KTs,

A Newspaper Amortsa That They Desert to Joln
Unele Sam's Bervice,

Feecial Cable Deapaleh to Tax Bun.

Loxpox, March 12—The Liverpool Journal
af Commerce in responaible for the statement
that aince the Maine dissster at least n dozen
Britlah subjects have oallod at the American
Embassy in London, asking for nawa of relatives
who were sorving aboard the {ll-fated ship. The
Journal procestds to say that Amerloan ships of
war are crowded with Engllshmen and other
foreigners, and It la not safe for a Britlah war-
ship or morchant vessel to allow ite crew at
liberty when an American ship of war |s any-
wherein the vicinity. The Journal quotes anony-
mous anthority for the statoment that Brit
{sh bluejackets when deserting have actually
bheen reccived aboard Amerioan warships in full
uniform aod enlisted in Uncle Sam's service.

Thore isno doubl that American bluejackets
are bettor pald nnd better fed than the British,
but the Journal lnsinuates that the roal nttrae-
tion is the lax dlscipline which s supposed to
prevail on the Amerlean warshipa, .

Similar ridiculous suggestions have been made
from time to time since the Maine disaster in
newapapers of less intelligence than Lthe usually
fair Journal of Commerce possosses.

82,800,000 FOR PROJECTILES,

Niarry Ordera to Monufacturers Whe Are
Working on Taem Night and Day.

It wae roported in this city yesterday that the
Navy Department had signed on Friday night In
Wehinglon coutracts for armor-piercing projoc-
tiles amounting to #1,700,000, calling for pro-
Joctilen of the following slzes: 4, @, 8, 10, 12, and
13 inches. The contracts are divided among

. three conocerns, the Carpenter Stes! Conipany of

Rending, Pa.; the Firth-Sterline Steel Company
of Pittsburg, and the Midvale Steel Company of
Philadolphin. Another arder for §100,000 worth
of ymaller sized shalls, known in trade circles as
common slzes, was given to the Unlited Projectile
Company of Brooklyn,

The flrst thres companles are now working
upon $2,700,000 in Government contracts for
armor-plercing prajectilen, ©Of thia total con-
tracts aggregnting 1,000,000 ware given o
short time ago by Gen. Flagler, Chlef of the
Ordoance Burean, L. 8, A. The concerna have
arranged to douhble thelr capacity, and are now
at work day and night without cessation in
order to fill the (lovernment orders.

When tho companies wore ealled upon by the
Navy Departmont, it Is understood thoy sub-
mitted a statement as to what amount of shells
they conld turn out In thirty days, but ther were
told by tho dopartment suthorities that what
was wanted was n great guantity of shells
within ton days. As fast as the projectiles are
manufactured and inspected they are ahipped
away from the varfous plants.

MAGAZINES FULL.

Admiral Sleard's Pleet Is Golllag fn Complate
Fighting Ordor.

Ery WgaT, Fla.,, March 12, —Nothing of Im-
portance has been done here togiay, for the rea-
son that Admiral Sicard has done everything
hitherto that was possiblo to put his floet In
complete fighting urder. The magaxines and
coal bunkers aro full. The tars are in the pink
of condition.

Tho last of the wounded survivors of tha
Maine, five in number, were brought from Dry
Tortuwas to the Army Hospltal here today,
They are rapldly Improving, People here ox-
pect the return of the Board of Inquiry at any
hour,

WEFLERITES IN SPAIN.

Fincards In Madrid Urge Thelr Bupport for
tha Cortes.

Special Cublp Despaled to Tus Sy,

Manmrip, March 12.--Placards havo been post-
ed on wll the dend walls and other places
throughout the wty saying that the National
candidates for the Cortes, whom all good Span-
inrds should support, are Generals Borrero and
Sigura,

Both of these Generals aro Woylorites, yot the
Ropublivcan and Carlist journals decl that

TO BUY TWO SHIPS T0-DAT.

cASH

OFFER FOR TRE IWO
EILIAN ARNOROLADS,

BRa-

Orders Cabled fo Onr Agénie in Londen asd
Parte te Closs the Brals at Once—Several
Terpede Beat Bostroyors May Alse B
Adted te Lhe Navy lna & Day ar Twe-CUhill
Refuses te Boll the O'Higeine, nnd Japan
Alse Beclines te Dispose of Any of Mer
Ehips Now Bullding Meore and in Eurepe,

Wanmivoron, March 12.—Following quiokly
the pace sot yesterday by the War Department,
the naval adminlstragion to-day lssued orders
and made Arrangementa of a character some
what bawlldering to those people who, n week
Ao, were satiafled that the United Hiates had
dane sa much ap wos immediately necessary in
proparing for a hostlle omergency in concen-
trating war vessela and putling others into
commIission. and asking Congress for authority
to lmproes merohant craft for auxiliary work,
enlist 1,500 men, and buy & large supply of
ooal. Bince laat Banday the machinery
of the military branches of the Uovernment
has been humming withoul cossation, and
to-day the progress made has been something
romarkable. Secretary Long and his lndefatis
able assistant. Theodore Roosovelt, whose
“healthy jingolemm," as his predecessor in oMoe
described it, is tompered by a judgment which
both the Prealdent and bis immediate chief fully
appreolate and value, bave been working with
an enorgy and applioation to duty that mccount
for all that bas besn done. There have been no
backward steps taken by Bacrsiary Long, and it
is worth while noting that he s in as thorough
nccord with the Prealdent's plans as are his bu-
ronu chiefs and other oxecutive oMoora with
those which the Hecrotary has directed to be
carried out,

So many vitally important things were dons
by the naval braneh of the Government to-day
that it ia hard to saloct Any one action and say
it ls more Important than some of tho others,
The people of the eountry, however, will un-
doubtedly find the wrontest satisfaction in the
knowledge that expross directions wore cabled
this afternoon to the Embassies of the United
Biates in London and Paris to purchase inme-
diately, for spot cagh, the two Braslllan armor-
elads for which Spain and the United States
bave been dickoring during the present weaek,
Hefore to-morrow night, or by Monday at the
Iatest, the American Navy will be augmented
ty these formidable craft, providing everything
“turns out me sucoessfully ma the Goavernmani
bns reasou to beligve it will," Tt is also almost
cortain that within the next day or two
sovoral torpedo-boat destrovers will have
been added to the mnaval llst. These
vensels—armorclads and torpedo eraft—are
to be bought outright, without recourse to
the hesltating method involved In placing op
tions. The two Hrazllian shlps nave been re
ported at the Navy Department by Lisut. Col
well, United States naval attachd In London, ay
thoroughly seaworthy and valuable. Informa-
tion aboul them eannot be better given than in
quoting & note sent by the Secretary of the Bra-
zllian Legation in London to THE SUX'S corre-
spondent there and published In Tuk HUN on
Mnareh 8,

*One of these ships.” wrote Lhe Secretary of
Legation, **|s the Amazonls, now at Gravesend
londing with stores and ammunition, A Bra
eillan erew is aboard in readineasto sall for Rlo
de Japelro, A nlster sbip, named the Admiral
Aliren, Is bullding on the Tyne, Ltwo coast de-
fonce ships ure being bullt at Toulon, apd a tor
pﬂzwuighuﬂwh Surmary," ST
& Ab the negotiations for (he sale of thede ahips
are under control of the Brazlliam Naval Com-
miesion, sitting In Paris, the wrranguments for
adding the Amazonls and the Ahren to the
American Navy will probably be made hy Am-
bassador Porter and the naval aMachdé of the
United States Embasay to France, Lieut. W, H,
Sims, There wes much uncasiness folt by the
Washington Administration becausn of the like-
lihood Lhat Spalo would get the Brazllian vessels,
and efforts wero made to Induce the commission
in session in Paris to promise fires choloe to Lhe
United States. This Government expreesed a
willlngness to pay for the privilege of & refusal
on tho vossels for o stated period. Thoe commis
slon meanwhilo was coquetting with the agents
of this country and Spaln, Yesterdsy or the
day before il announced that o bargaln must be
concluded within a few days. Whether a defi-
nite date was sot for cloalng the negotlations
one way or the other has not been ascertained,
but 1t was Intimated yesterday, as told Ina
Washinglon deapateh In this mornlng's Sy,
that If the Amaronis and ber sister ship were
not purchased by Bunday they would be lost
to the United States. A cable messege rooeived
to-day made the Navy Dopartment aet with
alnority and brought abont thedecision to buy the
ships outright. This despatch came from one of
theropresentativesaf the United Brates nbroad,
It sald shat Brasil would not grant aoy optlons,
and would only consider an offer of woney lo he
pald at onee, the payment to be followed lmme-
dintely by the transfer to this Government of
both vessels, Bocretary Long beld a conferonce
with the Prealdont on the subject, and his re-
tum to the Navy Department was followed by
the sending of the messages authorizing the
ngunt who will coneludo the sale to draw on the
emergency fund of §50,000,000 for the agreod

the mombers of thoso partios will support thelr
candidature, Thoe placards end with * Long
live the tatherland! Long live the army!”

MAINEDELIRERATELY DESTROY EDY

Siatement by the **Army and Navy Regilater ™
That the Wr domt ko 8o Enfo ¢

Over at Governor's Island yesterday afternoon
an old and distingulshed ofMoer called the atten.
tion of & SUN reporier to the following article
printed in yeaterdny's edition of the Army and
Navy Register, 1t was printed under the head-
Ing, " The Situation,” nnd reads:

“Tho Rrgister |8 in possssaion of Informatioy,
the corroctness of which L bas no reason (&
question In tho leasl, that certaln evidence
gathered by the Court of Inquiry at Havann has
come In a seml-afMclal form to the Prealdent
trom two proininent wembers of the board, The
Information has been In the hands of tho Presl-
dont sluce Bunday, and has served as tho coea-
sion of unusual activity during tho pressnt weok.

“The Information fe to the efMeck that the
Muoine was desiroyed by s Government sub
morine mine, planted In Havaua harbor and de-
lherately exploded. Maore than this, It sppears
the Malno was purposcly moorsd In the vicinity
of the mine, and that the explosion oceurred at
the moment when the ship had becn oppor-
luml{ carried by wind and tde dlrgctly over
the mine,

“Those facts have been hinted at apd writton

bout In despatchos from Havana, Madeld wnid
g\'nhhmfun. and wmone Lbe varlod stateman
made the aetunl condi*lons have been lom;ua
upon, but nothing sutboritative I*n been peps
mittod to escape from the mlt:i. hst body (s
understood to bava compleled Its work, {ml.
nothing is likely to be oftic nll{ promulgated in
Nﬂlﬂl to its Andings for & week or mn There
1s ohyioos reason for such ap leiM the objocts
of which cannol be d ted by fll penient
noewapapor alatulionts,

Y atroﬁnho uson?nulmnl of sugh a re-
port, ant ‘:wp-rnuunl or Lhe Inesvitable resuls
are |glnﬁrndunrmullr and Indefatignbly pros-
ecuted. The work of the week, relatod [ detnll
olnewbere in thin lssue, shows that the Guvern-
pieht at Wasbinglon appreciates the sltustion
and will be ready Lo meot what now coancd
10 be & mere smergenoy.

‘\\'hun t[':i' reporter had vead the article. the
oMeor sald:

| know the source of that Information and I
kuow the wrller of the article, T may tell you
that !kln onrroot In every ?n':ﬁ:kr do nwol care

o make any comnenis, an to slatle

ihat | ¢ situation, as ibere mtdﬁo siated cor

rectly, e

B AW, B4 W, & w, B aw,
LOMA. P

& oollar = adn

In tho cirouvmstances connected with this
quick work of the Adwministration It is somo-
what difficult to explain the understanding of
the Government that the British Admiralty
would not consent to the aale of any ships bullt
or bullding at English shipyards. At first the
sction of the Admiralty was belleved Lo be an
effoctual slopper to afforits of both Spain and
the United Blatos to obtaln warships in England,
oven those conutructed there under contruct
with Braszll and other forelgn Governments,
Later information, however, showed that there
hiad boen o misapprohension In regard to the ap-
plication of the Admiralty's notification
to shipowners. It mnow appears that (he
embargo was placed only on the making of con-
tracts for future work between the shipbullders
and forelgn powers, The explanation Is founi!
in the report to the House of Couunonaof the
enopmous naval budgel, 1o carry out which
woulidl require the employment of all theship-
bullding plants of the United Kingdom, and in
tho desira to checkmate Russla In her stupen-
dous plans for Increasing bher navy, in which
whe would ba obliged to depend on Hritish ship-
buliders,

Tho price thet the United Hisles must pay to
ol the Amnronis and the Ahren has wol beon
loarned, but ib ls probahle that It will be left 1o
the determination of the Hrasllian Naval Com-
minslon and Anerican agents, Accordiug Lo the
note quoted above frem Lthe Secrotary of the
Brazllian Legation in London, " Drazll would
favar nelther the United States nor Spain, but,
vansldering the matier as one of business solely,
woild sell to the highest biddor.” 1t is, therefore,
obhvious that a talr-sised bonus over the contract
price of thoships must be Inoluded iw the unt
pald by sbis countey to Brasil, What progress
has buen mado Woward the consummation of the
salo will probably be knewn by the President
and the Navy Department to-morrow, Every
naval oMcinl hopes that the next nows about
the Amasonis and the Ahren will result In an
addition of 1wo names Lo the list of ships In the
American Navy. There (s the greatest contl.
dence felt in naval eireles that there will be no
slip up iu the negotistions, Jud what names
will be glven the vesscls it thoy wre incorporated
into tho United Siates Navy has not beon con-
sidered yol. Both are of tha type which would
necossitate giving them, ss provided by law, the
names of Btates of Lho Unign, 14 has boou sug-
wosted thit one be called the Ohio and the other
e Malne.

Not a0 much ls knows oulslde of the While

House and the Nary Department about the pro-
npective purchass of torpedo-boat destroyors.
The Thornyerofts are buflding thirty of this
type of orafl, some of tham on speculation, and
despite the notice to that noted firm of ahip-
bullders that they must not soll any of tha de-
stroyers, as roported to the Navy Dopartment
by thelr ngents, it fn belloved that the vesssls
which the United States have evory hops of
obtalning will come from the Thornyeroft yarda,

The Amuarxonis in belng held at Gravesend
awalting the result of the negotiations betwean
tne Branlllan Commission and the Unitod States
and Bpaln, Bhe s roady for serviee and bhas
sven a crow on board ready to proceed to Rio It
tho negotintiona fall. Her tranafer to Admiral
Bloard's squadron would follow the eenclusion
of a barcaln botween Brazll and this eountry.
The Ahren Instill in conrae of construction, but
oan be made ready for servios In a short time,

As for the othoer big ships on which the Amari-
oan agonta In Kurope hoped o oblaln options,
they canmot be secured. Chill haa declined to
sell the O'Higeine, and this atand is underatood
to apply to Bpaln as well as tho United States
The Argontine armorclad Ban Martino, at Logs
horn, Italy, bas also been withdrawn from
the market, If sho was ever In It Japam
ban lHkewlse doclined to diapose of any of her
crulsora under oconstruction at Philadelphis,
Ban Fr o and Europ yardn, Bhips of
this chiaracter were not wanted, howover, no
this Government is not disappointed over the
declsion of Japan. Im any event, the United
Btates would have the right ta take for thelr
own use thoe crulsars being bullt for Japan In
this counltry prior to the actunl transfer to the
Japanese authorities,

Orders were sent to-day by Beeretary Long to
Commodore Howell, commanding the European
naval atation, directing himi to despatoh imme-
distely to Koy West the gunboat Helena and
the eruiser Baneroft. Thesoe versels, with the
flagabip Ban Franclsoo, compose the en-
tire European squadron. All three are at
Lisbon, where they have been awailing or
ders for some time, The HHelena was originally
Intended for the Asiatlo station, and was pro-
cooding thither by the Mediterranean routs
when directed to remnin at Lisbon until further
orders. The Bancroft was bullt as & practios
vossel for the Naval Aoademy cadels, but was
sont to Turkish waters during the critical perlod
of the Armenian tronbles, whon so many Amer
lean cltizens were being ill-treated In (the
Bultam’s posscsslons, and has been retalned
on the sintion ever since. The Navy Department
ban not yot doterminoed what to do with the San
Franelsco, but 18 inclined to send hor after the
Dancroft and the Helens, Orders to that effect
will probably be issued next week, The two
little ships now at Lisbon will be attached to
the constantly growing squadron of Iear Ad-
miral Sleard, If war should come the principal
naval operations will undoubtedly be in the
Weat Indles and the Giulf of Mexico, The Dan-
eroft and the Helena, with other small crulsors
and gunboats, are Intended for use to blockad

—
PRICE FIVE CENTS.
FOR THE AUXILIARY FLEET

BOARD APPUINTED TO SELECT 4
FLYING SQUADRON,

A Dazen ar Marn Vessola Will Mo Improssed Trite
1he Bervies s Saan me They Can Mo Mited
wilk Armament, and Wil B Used fop
Moth GWfewnslire and BDefensive T urpao=e,

Wasmnaron, March 12.—Ths consultationg
held for several days past between Asslatany
Beeretary Roosevelt, Chiaf Construetor Hick
born, Capt. O'Nelll, Chlef of Naval Ordnanoe)
Commnnder Bradford, Chief of the Naval Burean
of Equipment, and Naval Construotor Taylor ln
rogard bo the Impressmont of marchant and pré
vate vossels for auxlliary purposea, resulted tos
day in the formation of a board te make arrange
mentas for forming an auxiliary flset, The boand
will conslst of Caph Frederick Hodgera, Lieut,
Commander J. 1). Jerrold Kelley, Naval Con
structor John G. Towresey, Chiel Knglness
Albert F, Dixon, and Lisut. Nathan Sargent.

To-morrow moming the board will mpet in the
office of Amistany Socretary Roossvelt (o
arrange for oarrying cat the plans agreed on by
Mr. Roosavelt and tho ofesps with whom ba
has bean in consuliation. These plana
for the addition to the present naval fores of
& large number of stoam vessels, séme of
whiah will be placed in service just as soon ag
thay are fitted with armament and other nepss
sary appurtonances of Aghting oraft, evon if ne
hostilitics are declared by that time, After ter
morrow's confarence the members of the board
will vinit ports on the Atlantie, the Gulf, nad
the groat lakes, to Inapect vessels sultable fof
asuxiliary purposes. Thoy will also begin active
negotintions with ship ownera for the transfes
to the Government of the proper kind of orafy
UOffers of big stoamers, tugs, yaclits, and In fach
overy lype of marine vessel propelied by stoam,
have begn made,

The Hoosuvelt cotomittes has already antich
pated attampla on the part of some of those whe
have the right kind of steamers to take advane
tage of the pressnt emergency in making
contracts  with the Government, Thelp
hopes of campelling the payment of large
sums, however, will not be gralified, as the
board created to-day will be instructed 8o see
cura blds for tho services of many vessels of the
samoe iype and tonnage, Consldoration of the
claims of those owners who submit exorbitang
bida wiil be refused,

The vlans mado contemplate the formation of
a flost of a dowen stenmahips and tho selection of
steam yachts and tugs for use as scouts for naval
squadrons, The bomrd, of which Capt. Rodgers
is President, will mako the pseloctions, and
the necedsary contracts, and have charge
of the arrangements for arming and equip-
ping the vossels solected, There are now ashoul

Cuban ports, shutting off the Spanish Army
from the food and other supplies from ontalde,
on which It is obliged to depend,

Movements of some of the vessels af the North
Atlantie squadron wers reported to the Navy
Department to-day. ‘The battleship lowa re-
turned to the Diry Tortugas from Key West;
the gunboat Nasbville and the torpedo baoat
Porter arrived at Key West. Theo intention to
withdraw the battleship Oregon from the
Pacific coust and nasalgn her to the
squadron mobllined at Ilong Kong, or to
that in the vicinity of Key West, repurted in
Tnr SN this week, was confirmed to-day by
the tasuance of orders for the big armorclad to
proceed from Ran Francisco to poris on the
Pacifio side of Contral and Bouth Amerlea, It
was sald at the Navy Departmient this afternoon
that the Oregon's ultlmate destination would ba
determined by cireumstances. THE SN reporter
has the most positive assurances from an au-
thoritative source that she will form part of
Admiral Sicard’s force if hostilities ure nverted
ontll abe reaches Vaiparaiso, She will atop
at Acapuleo, Panama, Callao and Valparalso,
reporting her arrival at eanch of thesa
places, and not departing wuntll so or
dered by the Nevy Department. If noth-
Ing occurs Lo mar the relations of
Spaln and the United States by the time she
gets to Valparaiso, ordors will be telegraphed
to Capt. McCormick to proceed with all speed
around South America and from Cape Horn
northward to Koy Wast, 1f war should be de-
clured prior to that time, il 13 llkely that the
Oregon will stoam  sueross the Pacitie to
Hong Kong, to partleipate, It not too
late, In tho offonsive oporations in  the
waters of the Phillppine Islauds, This
has not besn deflnitely determined, and the
Navy Department is hopeful that within two
wonths the formidable armorclad will drop
suchor In Key West barbor. That perlod, an
oxiended ome In these times of quick move-
moents of naval vossole, will be required by the
Oregon Lo reach Key Wost from San Francisco,

With the ODregon added to the North Atlantle
squadron, the loss In efMleloncy caused by the
destrugtion of the Malne will be more than made
good, for the Orogon Is o tirst-class battleship,
while the Maine was of the second class, The
Oregon Is & sister ship of the Massachusotts and
the Indlaue, both of which are under Admiral
Sicard’s command,

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

The War Ofice Befuses o Arqunint the ¥Navy
of ihe Locatlon of Submarine Mines

WasniNoTon, March 124 —Correapondence be-
tweon the Soecretary of the Navy and Socrotary
Alger on the subject of tho location of subma-
rine mines and torpedo outfits at the several
porta where modern fortifications are in courne of
construction bns led o & fist refussl ou the
part of the War Department to glvethe Informas
oo desired. A fow nays ago the acting Chied
of Englooors was saked by Asslatant Secretary
Roosevell for a deinlled statement as to the
exact location of mines In barbors now par
tally protocted, tho data being deemed necos
sary for the navyin the event of hostilities,
The enginears’ oMee declined ponitively to give
the Information, wheroupon Secretary Lang
sent an  ofMclal  communieation o the
War Departmont, in which the request was
ropeated. Acting on the recomwendstion of
the engioners’ office the navy has been refused
all information relative to elthor submarine
mines or other lorpedo equipment which would
form a part of the const defence system, The
only explanation glven by Lhe war anthorities
is Lhar, an mines will be operated by the army,
It Is not abaolutely necessary for the navy o
have the information,

ARTILLERY FOR RALTIMORE,

BRirilng of (he Ferces to Delond the Cliy frem
Moniile Alinok,

Barmimonk, Md,, March 12, - Iy ardors Insneid
tordoy the rocently croated artlllery rogluent,
the Bixth, under Col. E. 1L Willlston, bas been
detatlod 1o Fort Melleury., Of the three bat-
terios of (ke Fourth Artlllery, which have been
at the fort for tho lost five years, under Major
George H. Hodney, Hattery L, Capt, Willlans
Evoret, has beets ordered to Fore Delaware, but
whers the others will go is not kuown, It s
thought that thoy will lkely be svni 1o North
nnd Tluwklul Polnts, mnd that Major Hoduey
will be ln charge of the fortifuations there as
the Fourith's ofllcers have mudo s thorough

udy of the bharbor, Battury L will leave on

uesdiny.

The siulh Regiment will not lkely get | Yo
far two weeks  Soexl week lvlnrmp}nr cull
nigation beiween North and liawkins 1Y
and Washington will be made at Forl Mol
Hevoral cargoce of smmuniilon for llls‘

"
i
places will be received next weok, The § ip-
ments will consist of gunpowder and sheila’s

Tha Narih Shere Limlied,

Ing trato 1o Ohicago in ¥4 houwrs, U the Hud
u:“}s‘u:‘uu thruugh the beautiful Mobawk Valley

In deylight Woest oneday raliroad ride in tbe
:ul:’-.' ll:lu- trand Conirsl Bsation 10 asch mors-
Ing, arrives Chlosge V Beii orsisg. — ddv.

200 v la avallable for auxillary purposes
on & list prepared for the Navy Departmant,
and dingrams for placing guns on some of these
and for giving them protective qualities have
been made by the Construection Bureaw, so thag
all that remains i to put men lo work In cone
verting them into fAghting oraft, Capt. Itods
wgors will arrange all these ateamers into groups,
For example there will be one group of
veasols consisting of the St Louls, tho 8t
Paul and ships of smallar tounsge, Anothep
group will be composed of the New York, the
Paris, apd inforior steamships. It there hn &
lower bid for furnishing a vessel in one group
than for furnishing one of corresponding efll
tlenoy in another group, the lower bid will of
course be aoceptod, —— -

The intention of Lhe board, as outlined by the
Rloosevelt commitloa, will not be to lmpress all
four of the powerful ocean greyhounds af the
International Navigation Comipany, but the
big suxiliary fleet of a dozen ships will
ba headed by the 85t. Paul and the St
Lounis or 1bho New York and the Parin,
Which two will be [mpressed In the evens
of war will be left to the delermination
of the Rodgers bgard, The steam yachte
and tugs will be taken by the Governwent
and the work of armiog and equipping
begun just as soon ae the contracta for thalr use
aro signod, When this work Is completed they
will be sent to joln Adwmiral Sleard's squadron
in tho Gulf of Mexico. They will perform plcken
duty for the war veseals, Tho big ocenn and
Iake steamahips, which will be incduded in
the squadron of m dozen, will not bo actually
lmpressed until bostilitioa are commenced or
until It s known that they eannot be avolded,
Thin great marine flotilla will be used for both
offenalve and defensive purposca, It will guard
the poris of the Unlled Statos or prey upon the
eunemy's commerce, a8 Lhe cnso may be, In eoms
pany with the armoared crulser Hrooklyn and
the crulsers Columbin and Minnoapolls.

Asaresult of tho conforenve to bo held tes
morrow, Capt. Rodgers and his colloagues will
proceml iImmediately to purchase or charter sev
eral utonm colllers, ‘These will be callyd an foe
service lmmediately in traosporting coul te
the squadron In the Gulf and will alsa be
avallable for carrylng fuel to Unitod States
ships in other parts of the world, The need ot
this type of transport has beon vlainly demon-
strated in the preparations which the neval ads
ministration is making. Thero ls some diMer-
ence of opinion as to whether wnrahips can take
on c¢osl at sem, und the position of the col-
liors wlill enable the Narvy Departmont La
settle the vexed question. The principal duty
of the colliers, bowever, will be to carry eoal
from and 1o the central supply atations.
Sovernl offers  of vessoln wsultable fow
trapsporting fuel have heen recelved at the
Navy Department and are under oconaldere
tion. The present intention of the Governmend
1s not to purchase vessels of the auxiliary floet,
but to charter them for stipulated amounts, des
pending oo the character of tho vessel and the
length of time It is need,

Hundreds of perwons with things Lo sell Lo the
Government in the oresent emergency, from
paint to battleships, are besloging the Nary
Department, elther in person or by Intiers and
telograws, In many cases these porsons
employ polltical influence in tho endeaver te
sell thelr wares, and sorue have evan appeared
at the Navy Department, in company with Son-
atora and Hepresentatives in Congresa. Bocrotary
Long and the heads of bureaus bave been serious-
Iy annoyed by their importusities, and the emw
ploymont of politieal Influpnce Lo mako sales
has led to tho suspiclon in some oases
the wrtioles would not be wecepiable om
their merits. Tu wiow of this condition
of affairs the Navy Departinent has dechled
that politioal eonwiderations will have absos
lutely no welght In the arrangement of sons
tracts, In Lbe buying of ahips the only elements
o be vonsldered are sperd, siructural stabllity,
conl vapaelly, anil aieapiess, and thess matiory
will recodve attention sirietly according to thale
merils,

Moro than (M) persons or firms are bidding e
turnish coal for the fleets, Socretary Long hag
loft this matter entirely in the hands of Come
mander Bradford, Chlef of Lhe Hureau of
Equipment, and will wshuipe 0o rosponal
billty in regurd to it His Inostructions to
Coumssendor Hradford  require that cou-
tracts shall be jusde without referanco to pors
sous or Influepce, Compander Bradford will be
the Anal arbiter In regord to conl and other sun-
plien, and It bas beon so nrranged that Mr. Long
will hare no authurity to overrale Lis docisions,

Murrylog Dr. Gatiing's Big Gus.

CLEVELAND, 0, March 14 —-The largoest slugle-
pleco gun in the world, which Dr. Gatllng has
Just nisned hero, was plsced in an oven to-day
for heatiug in the annealing process. 1t will be
{:ke-u nu!'ilnr middle of nuxl week in tlne for
inspoviion by the Nutioual Board of Ordnance,
11 will be rushiod 1o the Washingtlon Navy ¥ -un

L weak, aud will be riflod anag uounled,
:'ao;ot‘ tc:nwn Lero wigre It will be uwuui

—




